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1. Purpose of Report

1.1. For Members to consider the recommendations of the independent examiner following the
examination of the Harlestone Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP), and seek approval to
put the plan to referendum.

2. Executive Summary

2.1  The report summarises the process which has been followed to produce the Harlestone
Neighbourhood Development Plan (NDP) and presents the outcomes of the independent
examination, including the examiner’s recommendations.

3. Recommendations

3.1 It is recommended that the Planning Policy Committee :

a) Notes and welcomes the significant progress in making the neighbourhood
development plan (NDP) by the Harlestone community.

b) Accepts the Examiner’s recommended modifications in respect of the Harlestone NDP

c) Accepts the Inspector’s recommendation that the NDP, as modified in accordance with
recommendation (b), shall proceed to a referendum of voters within the Harlestone
Neighbourhood Area.

d) Approves the proposed Decision Statement set out in Appendix 1, subject to items (b)
and (c) above and any necessary factual alterations.

e) Agrees that delegated authority be given to the Interim Head of Planning Policy to
make any further minor editorial changes be made to the Plan to address any factual
and typographical errors and to reflect the fact that the document will be in its intended
final form

f) Agrees that the costs of the referendum be met from the earmarked reserve for
neighbourhood planning.

4, Reason for Recommendations

4.1 In order for a NDP to be “made” (adopted) the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations
2012 ((S1 2012 No. 637) require the Council to make a decision on the examiner’s
recommendations before agreeing to send it to referendum.

5. Report Background

5.1  The Localism Act 2011 has introduced three types of neighbourhood planning. This includes a

neighbourhood development plan, which is a plan making power allowing local communities to
shape development in their area, and a neighbourhood development order, which is a
mechanism for granting planning permission. When “made” (or adopted), NPDs will form part
of the development plan alongside the Council’s Part 1 and Part 2 Local Plans.



5.2

5.3
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5.5

The Neighbourhood Planning Regulations 2012 set out the process an organisation (the
“Qualifying Body” i.e Parish or Town Council) must follow when preparing a neighbourhood
development plan (NDP) or order, once a neighbourhood area is designated.

A draft NDP is drawn up and consulted on, and then the NDP is submitted to the local planning
authority. This is followed by an examination, following which the Examiner makes
recommendations. These recommendations can be that the plan should not proceed to a
referendum, that it should proceed to a referendum with certain modifications, or that it
should proceed to a referendum unchanged. Then the local planning authority (West
Northamptonshire Council) has to consider whether to accept the Examiner’s
recommendations. In doing so the Council has to decide for itself if, with the proposed
modifications, the plan would meet the basic conditions and would not contravene Convention
rights or European Union obligations. The Examiner will also recommend, and WNC must
decide, what area should be used for the referendum if one is held; this may be larger than the
neighbourhood affected if the impacts are important to a wider area.

Generally, there would need to be a good reason not to accept Examiner’s recommendations,
and the greater the divergence of WNC’s decision from the recommendations the stronger the
justification would need to be.

If an NDP proceeds to examination, then if it is approved by a majority of those voting, the Council

has a duty to ‘make’ the plan, at which point it becomes part of the statutory development plan
for the Council. The Council must then publish a decision statement explaining what it has done.

Issues and Choices

6.1

6.2

6.3

6.4

Plan Preparation

Harlestone Parish Council (HPC), as the qualifying body, originally applied for the designation of
a neighbourhood area in 2014 with the area originally being designated 2" October 2014.
Following a communities governance review, the boundaries of Harlestone parish were
changed which necessitated a new application for the neighbourhood area. An amended
application for the designation of the area to reflect the new boundary was received 18t June
2020. Following consultation on the application, the former Daventry District Council approved
the application and designated the Harlestone Neighbourhood Area on 24t June 2020.

Following a launch event on 8t and 9" April, a draft NDP was published by HPC for the
Harlestone Neighbourhood Area for Regulation 14 public consultation 11t April 2022 — 27t
May 2022.

Following submission of the Harlestone NDP to the Council the plan was published for formal
Regulation 16 consultation from 215t September 2022 — 2" November 2022. The Council then,
with the agreement of Parish Council, appointed an independent examiner, Rosemary Kidd
MRTPI, to review whether the plan met the basic conditions (see para 6.5) and should proceed
to a referendum.



6.5

6.6

6.7

6.8

6.9

6.10

6.11

6.12

NDPs are not tested for their soundness, but are tested to ensure they meet ‘basic conditions’,
which are that:

Having regard to national policies and advice contained in guidance issued by the Secretary of
State it is appropriate to make the neighbourhood plan.

The making of the neighbourhood development plan contributes to the achievement of
sustainable development.

The making of the neighbourhood development plan is in general conformity with the strategic
policies contained in the development plan for the area of the authority (or any part of that
area).

The making of the neighbourhood development plan does not breach, and is otherwise
compatible with, EU obligations.

The making of the neighbourhood development plan is not likely to have a significant effect on
a European site (as defined in the Conservation of Habitats and Species Regulations 2010) or a
European offshore marine site (as defined in the Offshore Marine Conservation (Natural
Habitats, &c.) Regulations 2007) (either alone or in combination with other plans or projects).

Examination Outcomes

The Examiner’s report on the NDP was received 1st February 2023 and has been published on
the Council’s website. In her report, the examiner concludes that “subject to the recommended
modifications being made to the neighbourhood plan. | am satisfied that the Harlestone
neighbourhood plan satisfies the basic conditions and the plan should proceed to Referendum.”

The main recommendations of the report relate to the deletion of Policy H8, confirmation of
some local green spaces, but the deletion of others, clarification of wording of the policies and
the supporting text and the improvement of the clarity of the policies map.

The Examiner also recommended that the Issues, Vision and Objectives were revised to help
improve the clarity and focus of the plan. This involved the vision and objectives being revised to
provide a more succinct and focused form of wording, which reduced duplication and repetition.

Policy H8 ‘Provision of well-designed energy efficient buildings and places seeks to encourage the
design on new development to have a high level of sustainable design and construction. The
Examiner makes reference to the West Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy (WNJCS) policies
S10 and S11, which already cover the criteria set out in the submitted neighbourhood plan policy.
The Examiner considers that Policy H8 does not add any locally specific policies requirements and
has recommended that the policy is deleted.

The Examiner has requested that amendments are made to the policies map to ensure the map
covers the whole of the neighbourhood area and is placed in a more prominent position within
the plan to aid usability.

The Examiner agrees that four local green spaces set out in Policy H5 (LGS4 local amenity area,
LGSS5 village playground, LGS6 allotments and LGS14 wildflower meadow) meet the tests set out
in the NPPF for a local green space designation. The Examiner however has recommended that



6.13

6.14

14 of the 18 proposed Local Green Spaces (LGS) are deleted. LGS 7-9 form part of the golf course
and form an open tract of land which would not be worthy of designation. The remaining
proposed LGS are agricultural land used for grazing and crossed by public footpaths. The
Examiner considered them to all be areas of open countryside and considered together would be
an open tract of land, which would not satisfy the test in the NPPF. The Examiner notes that they
are all within the conservation area and this affords them protection.

A schedule of the examiner’s recommendations is set out in Table 1 to the Proposed Decision
Statement, which is Appendix 1 of this report. The other main changes recommended by the
examiner are:

e Policy H1 Design Principles and Policy H2 Conservation area —amend policies to improve
their clarity and make clear which supporting guidelines should be referred to e.g.
Harlestone conservation area CAAMP

e Policy H3 Non-designated heritage assets — amendments to improve the clarity of the
policy and provide distinction as to its relationship to the local list

e Policy H4 Protection of Public Views — this amendment is to improve the clarity of the
policy including the nature of the features that will be assessed and to address
proposals that would improve the views. There is also additional supporting text
explaining the role of green wedges and the Special Landscape Area to aid usability of
the plan.

e Policy H6 Windfall Sites — this policy requires amendments to ensure that it is in
conformity with the development plan policies in the Joint Core Strategy and the Local
Plan part 2, in particular policies RA3, RA4, RA5 and RA6, as well as supplying additional
supporting text.

e Policy H7 Housing for Older People —amendments to improve the clarity of the policy
and how it is applied

e Policy H10 Village facilities -includes an addition to show that the policy would support
improvements or enhancements to the identified village facilities

e Policy H11 Rural Diversification — amendments to ensure its conformity with WNJCS
policy R2 and to add clarity.

e Policy H12 Developer Contributions - amendments to improve the clarity of the policy
and address a consultation response that include a reference to the improvement of
cycle routes and bridleways

e Non-Land Use actions to be revised to be ‘Community Actions’ to ensure it is clear that
whilst these are issues that cannot be addressed by the neighbourhood plan, they are
matters important to the local residents in the Parish.

The examiner stated in her report that it would be appropriate for the Council and qualifying
body to be able to make consequential changes to general text as a result of her recommended
modifications and to accommodate other administrative matters. The recommendations made
by the examiner, the reasons for them and what action is proposed in response to each of
these is set out in Table 1 to the proposed Decision Statement. The changes proposed by the
Council to correct errors and make factual updates are marked as “accuracy changes” in Table
1. It is considered that the recommended modifications (including accuracy changes) should be
approved to ensure that the NDP meets the basic conditions. Further changes may also be
necessary to address any factual and typographical errors and to reflect that the plan will be in



6.15

6.16

6.17

6.18

6.19

6.20

6.21

its intended final form prior to the referendum. The revised NDP should then proceed to
referendum in the Harlestone Neighbourhood Area to determine if local people support it.

Decision making process

The Council is required to issue its final decision on the NDP within five weeks of receiving the
Examiner’s report unless the Council and QB agree a different date. The Examiner’s report was
received on the 1%t February 2023 meaning a decision would have to be issued by 8" March
2023. As this date aligns with the date of this meeting of Planning Policy Committee an
agreement with the Parish Council for a later date was not needed.

Referendum

The referendum should be carried out for Harlestone Parish. This is recommended by the
examiner and there are no reasons to differ from her recommendation. As set out in the
proposed Decision Statement the date for the referendum is provisionally set for 20t April
2023. Prior to the referendum the suggested changes, including minor factual and
typographical in nature, would be made to the NDP for it to be published as one of the
specified documents in respect of the referendum.

The referendum would follow a similar format to an election. All those registered to vote within
the neighbourhood area would be given the opportunity to vote. Voters would be given a ballot
paper with the question (the wording of which is specified in the Regulations) “Do you want
West Northamptonshire Council to use the Neighbourhood Plan for Harlestone to help it decide
planning applications in the neighbourhood area?” Voters would be given the opportunity to
vote “yes” or “no”.

Making the Plan

If more than 50% of those voting in the referendum vote “yes” then the Council is required to
“make” the plan. If the referendum is unsuccessful then the Council takes no further action and
Harlestone Parish Council would have to decide what is wished to do.

Implications (including financial implications)

7.1

7.1.1.

Resources and Financial

The Council is required to fund the examination and referendum. It is not expected that the cost of the
referendum will exceed £3600. The council receives some financial support from the government to
support neighbourhood planning, which is paid into an earmarked reserve. The costs associated with
this Neighbourhood Plan are covered by revenue base budget, under the current arrangement. None of
the funding or the reserve will need to be accessed to cover the costs of this referendum.



7.2

Legal

7.2.1 If the Council is satisfied that the plan, as modified, meets the basic requirements and all other
statutory requirements, a referendum must be held.

7.3 Risk

7.3.1 There are no significant risks arising from the proposed recommendations in this report.

7.4 Consultation

7.4.1 The Council and Harlestone Parish Council have been informing and engaging residents
throughout the process through informal and formal consultations.

7.5  Consideration by Overview and Scrutiny

7.5.1 Not applicable

7.6 Climate Impact

7.6.1 The neighbourhood plan must demonstrate that it meets the basic conditions, one of which
requires the plan to contribute to the achievement of sustainable development. By meeting this
condition, the plan will positively contribute to reducing the impact of climate change.

7.7 Community Impact

7.7.1 The Harlestone NDP has been subject to formal and informal consultation in accordance with
the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012. A Consultation Statement was
produced by the qualifying body which sets out the consultation and engagement activity
undertaken, what comments were received and how the plan responded to these.

8. Background Papers

8.1 Report of the independent examiner into the Harlestone Neighbourhood Development Plan, 15
February 2023

8.2 Submission version of Harlestone Neighbourhood Plan 2022


https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/submitted-neighbourhood-plans/

Appendix 1 — Proposed Decision Statement
Harlestone Neighbourhood Development Plan Decision Statement
Regulation 18 of the Neighbourhood Planning (General) Regulations 2012 (as amended)

1.

1.1

1.2

1.3

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.4

2.5

Summary

Following an independent examination, West Northamptonshire Council (the “Council”) now
confirms that the Harlestone Neighbourhood Development Plan will proceed to a neighbourhood
planning referendum.

This decision statement and copies of the Harlestone Neighbourhood Development Plan and its
supporting documentation, including the Examiner’s report are available to view on the council’s
website at

https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/

Hard copies of this decision statement and the modified version of the neighbourhood plan are
available for inspection at the following locations:
e West Northamptonshire Council Offices (The Forum, Moat Lane, Towcester NN12 6AD and

Guildhall, St Giles’ Square, Northampton, NN1 1DE)

e Harlestone Stores, 58 Duston Road, Upper Harlestone, Northampton, NN7 4EH (Opening
times: 9-12 and 1.15-5 Mon, Tues, Thurs and Fri, 9-12 Weds and Sat)

e The Fox and Hound Public House, Harlestone Road, Lower Harlestone, Northants, NN7 4EW

Background

Harlestone Parish Council, as the qualifying body, applied for Harlestone Parish to be designated
as a neighbourhood area on 18 June 2020. Following consultation on the application the council
designated Harlestone as a neighbourhood area on the 24% June 2020.

The draft Neighbourhood Development Plan was published by Harlestone Parish Council for public
consultation on 11t April 2022 and closed on 27t May 2022

Following submission of the Harlestone Neighbourhood Development plan to the council on 30t
August 2022, the plan was published by the Council for consultation. The consultation period ran
from 21st September 2022 to 24 November 2022.

Following the submission consultation, the council, with the agreement of the parish council,
appointed an independent Examiner, Rosemary Kidd, MRTPI to review whether the plan met the
basic conditions required by the legislation and should proceed to a referendum.

Following the examination, the Examiner’s report was completed on 1st February 2023 and made
available on the council's website. The report concludes that subject to the making of the
modifications recommended in his report the plan meets the basic conditions set out in legislation
and should proceed to a referendum.


https://www.daventrydc.gov.uk/living/planning-policy/neighbourhood-planning/

3.1

3.2

3.3

34

Decision and Reasons

The council has made the modifications proposed by the Examiner, to ensure that the plan meets
the basic conditions. Table A below sets out these modifications and the action to be taken in
respect of each of them. Depending on the recommended change, these are illustrated differently
in the Decision Statement and set out below. All deletions will also be shown with a strikethrough.
e Modifications of wording by the Examiner are shown as bold or-strikethrough-for-deletions.
e Where the Examiner has not recommended specific wording and the council has had to
interpret the recommendation and identify specific wording this is double underlined or
trikethrough-for-deletions: This includes accuracy changes.

The Examiner has concluded that with the specified modifications the Harlestone Neighbourhood
Development Plan meets the basic conditions and other relevant legal requirements. The council
concurs with this view.

To meet the requirements of the Localism Act 2011, a referendum will be held which poses the
question; ‘Do you want West Northamptonshire Council to use the neighbourhood plan for
Harlestone to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area?’

The referendum will take place on Thursday 20™ April 2023 and will be held at Harlestone Village
Institute, Upper Harlestone, Northampton, NN7 4EH
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Table 1 Examiner’s Recommended Modifications and further editorial changes to the Harlestone Neighbourhood Development Plan and actions to be taken (set
out in plan order)

Recommendation | Page/Para/Policy Examiner’s Recommendation Details of further | Reason Action to be taken
ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

1 Policies Map Appendix 8 Recommendation 1: Include a Policies Map for the | Place Policies Map | The policies map Amend the
Plan area, including Inset Maps as necessary. At beginning should be included Policies Map in
Recommendation 1 Section 4 within the main part | accordance with
Examiners Report Place the Policies Map and Inset Maps in a more of the plan and cover | examiner’s
prominent position in the HNDP. Redraw Policies the whole plan area recommendation
Map that covers to ensure it is
Show properties designated under Policies H3 and the whole plan unambiguous
H10 on the Policies Map and in the key. area.
Include a key on all maps in the Appendices. Place the Policies

Map and Inset
Maps in a more
prominent
position within the
HNDP - to be
placed at the
beginning of
Section 4 of the
neighbourhood
plan.

2 Front Cover Include date of adoption of the Plan on the front N/A A neighbourhood Amend Front
cover. plan must specify the | Cover to include
Recommendation 1 period during which | the end date 2029
Examiners Report it is to have effect. in accordance




Recommendation

Page/Para/Policy

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further

Reason

Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
with examiner’s
recommendation
3 N/A Make any further minor editorial changes to the As required To ensure clarity and | Make any further
Plan necessary to address any factual and throughout plan consistency minor editorial
Recommendation 1 typographical errors and to reflect the fact that the throughout the plan | changes to the
Examiners Report document will be in its intended final form. Plan necessary to
address any
factual and
typographical
errors.
4 Vision, Issues and Recommendation 2: Revise the Vision, Issues and N/A To improve clarity Amend Issues,
Objectives Objectives Section as follows: and focus of the Visions and
Pg.18 section to set out the | Objectives in

Recommendation 2
Examiner’s Report

Place the Issues in a separate section preceding the
section on Vision and Objectives.

Amend the Issues section as follows:

Add the following to the final bullet point of Views,
Open Spaces and Biodiversity “/growing space”.

Delete the first bullet point of Visitor Management
“Maijority of residents....”

Include a cross reference in the Visitor
Management section to the importance of local
identity founded on heritage and Local Green
Space.

Revise the Vision to read:
“By 2030, Harlestone will be a thriving and
sustainable rural community where the natural

vision for the parish

accordance with
the Examiner’s
recommendations




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

and built environment makes a positive
contribution to agriculture, the landscape,
conservation and the preservation of our heritage.’

Delete paragraphs 3.2, 3.3, 3.6 —3.8.

Revise the objectives to read:

a. “To sustain and enhance Harlestone’s
Conservation Area and the designated and non-
designated heritage assets, to protect and
improve the features which contribute positively
to the historic environment.

b. To support development which meets the
community's needs and sustains and enhances
Harlestone's character and rural setting.

c. To protect the Local Green Spaces and
distinctive settlement pattern, to ensure that
Harlestone remains discreet from the urban area
and surrounding villages.

d. To sustain and enhance the distinctive rural
landscape, surrounding countryside, special
landscape area and important views for present
and future generations.

e. To sustain and enhance the biodiversity of the
area, the local wildlife with its habitat and trees,
and conserve ecological corridors and sites of
special interest.

f. To ensure that Harlestone’s roads, footpaths
and bridleways are properly signposted and
provide safer and more accessible routes for
recreational pursuits so that access to existing
open spaces in the village and to the surrounding

J




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

landscape can be achieved without harming the
natural and historic environment within the Parish
g. To sustain and enhance village amenities and
encourage opportunities for all generations to
participate in a range of educational, sporting,
leisure activities and promote community
cohesion.

h. To support the local economy so that nhew and
existing businesses and agriculture may flourish.”

Revise the cross references to the objectives in the
title to each policy

Amend Issues as follows:

3 VMisien, Issues, Vision and Objectives 2020-2030
Issues

34 3.1 The responses to the Survey have provided
a significant level of data which has been invaluable
in establishing priorities, identifying problems and
generating ideas. The following issues, by theme,
have been highlighted:

The Built Environment and Heritage Assets

e Toretain the size, character and the quality
of the spaces and views between the
clusters of buildings in the Parish.

e To advocate local design, materials and
features should be reflected in new
development including external alterations
to existing homes.




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

To seek to protect and preserve the
character of the village and its street
pattern.

The need to preserve and enhance the
Conservation Area.

The need to protect heritage assets, both
statutorily listed and locally important.

To support home alterations/modifications
that improves facilities for a person with
mobility issues.

Protect the character and spacing between
properties.

Strong resistance to extensions/alterations
that impact upon natural light into
neighbouring properties.

To preserve and promote the use of stone
walling for boundaries.

To preserve black & white finger posts
which contribute to the rural setting and
character of the Parish.

The need to preserve and protect the
Harlestone Village Institute as a community
facility

Housing Needs and Development

To support new housing in only exceptional
circumstances including the conversion of
existing agricultural and commercial
buildings in the village where this is




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

compatible with the character, appearance
and heritage significance of the building.
To support the use of renewable energy
solutions where appropriately designed
and sited.

To ensure that any new housing
development should respect the existing
character of the Parish.

Redevelopment of existing housing plots
outside of the Conservation Area will be
considered where appropriate.

To support home alterations/modifications
that improves facilities for a person with
mobility issues.

To prevent the subdivision of plots of land
where this would lead to overdevelopment,
loss of amenity/privacy and/or loss of
character.

To ensure new housing development
respects the existing character of the
village.

To preserve existing space between
neighbouring houses.

Views, Landscape, Open Spaces and Biodiversity

To preserve important views into and from
the village.

To protect the special qualities of the
designated Special Landscape Areas in the
Parish.




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

e To protect existing green open spaces from
development.

e To prevent the coalescence of the village
with the Northampton urban area.

e To ensure the separation of Lower
Harlestone and Harlestone Firs is
maintained.

e To protect the open spaces between the
clusters of buildings in the Parish.

e To promote the use of native boundary
hedging.

e To prevent the coalescence of the Parish
with the neighbouring parishes (including
the Bramptons, Bringtons and Harpole).

e The need to protect areas of nature
conservation value.

e To support more native tree planting in the

Parish

e To improve opportunities for wildflower
sites.

e To avoid the proliferation of signage in the
Parish.

e To protect existing footways, bridleways
and wooden gates.

e To conserve and enhance biodiversity and
geodiversity and to protect wildlife
habitats.




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

A commitment to improve access and
connectivity of footpaths and open spaces
in the Parish.

To maintain the appearance of roadside
verges.

To ensure the maintenance of ‘formal’
areas of open space in the Parish.

To formally protect areas of green space.
To support the designation and protection
of local green spaces within the Parish.
The need to consider the development of a
community orchard/growing space

Renewable Energy

To protect the important characteristics of
the Parish (e.g. settlement form, spaces
between settlements, setting of heritage
assets, important views, the character and
appearance of the surrounding landscape)
from the harmful impacts of large scale
renewable energy developments including
wind turbines and solar farms.

Domestic installations will be encouraged
so long as they are not obtrusive and
detrimental to the character of the
surroundings.

Visitor Management

Majority of residents {87%) I

he Parish-C i . .
Parish-




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

To explore increasing and improving
parking facilities at Harlestone Firs.

To discourage parking on grass verges.
Improve signage/literature on walks within
the Parish.

Encourage compliance with Countryside
Code.

Respect the importance of local identity
founded on heritage and local green space

Village Amenities and Organisations

The following five village facilities namely
the Primary School, the Fox & Hounds
Public House, the Village Institute, local
clubs & groups, the playing fields and St
Andrew’s Church are considered to be very
important to residents.

Support was provided to increase village
functions and events held at the Village
Institute.

Concern raised about the viability and the
future of the Village Stores.

The need to support and promote existing
clubs in the Parish.

Transport and Access

Limit speeding of vehicle traffic through the
Parish.

The impact of the volume of traffic through
both Upper Harlestone and Lower
Harlestone.




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

e The need to conserve and protect the grass
roadside verges.

e Some support for traffic calming measures
and support for regular speed monitoring.

e Impact of cyclists on roads in the Parish.

e To improve management of parking
outside of Dobbies Garden Centre.

e The need to balance the needs of
pedestrians, cyclists, horse riders and
drivers.

Amend visions as follows

Vision for Harlestone

31 3.2 It is essential that the special characteristics
of the Parish are protected and enhanced. In
recognition of this, the following Vision Statement
has been adopted for the Harlestone
Neighbourhood Development Plan.

By 2030, Harlestone Parish-Community's-aim-is-te
premeote will be a thriving and sustainable rural
community where the natural and built
environment makes a positive contribution to
agriculture, the landscape, conservation and the
preservation of our heritage.”




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken
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Amend Objectives as follows:

The Objectives of the Harlestone Neighbourhood
Development Plan

3.5-3.3 The views expressed by local residents at
consultation events is to be addressed within the
Consultation Statement. The core objectives are
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ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

based on the key issues raised by local people and
have been summarised to form the basis of the
HNDP.

a. “To sustain and enhance Harlestone’s
Conservation Area and the designated and non-
designated heritage assets, to protect and
improve the features which contribute positively
to the historic environment.

b. To support development which meets the
community's needs and sustains and enhances
Harlestone's character and rural setting.

c. To protect the Local Green Spaces and
distinctive settlement pattern, to ensure that
Harlestone remains discreet from the urban area
and surrounding villages. d. To sustain and
enhance the distinctive rural landscape,
surrounding countryside, special landscape area
and important views for present and future
generations.

e. To sustain and enhance the biodiversity of the
area, the local wildlife with its habitat and trees,
and conserve ecological corridors and sites of
special interest.

f. To ensure that Harlestone’s roads, footpaths
and bridleways are properly signposted and
provide safer and more accessible routes for
recreational pursuits so that access to existing
open spaces in the village and to the surrounding
landscape can be achieved without harming the
natural and historic environment within the Parish

g. To sustain and enhance village amenities and
encourage opportunities for all generations to
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Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

participate in a range of educational, sporting,
leisure activities and promote community
cohesion.

h. To support the local economy so that new and
existing businesses and agriculture may flourish.”
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3Vi _Land 0 s ! Biodi it
3a-To-protect;-enhance-and-conserve-the
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Policy H1 Design Principles
Pg.23

Recommendation 3
Examiner’s Report

Recommendation 3: Combine and revise parts (i)
and (ii) of Policy H1 as follows:

“Development should be designed to be of a high
quality and reflect the design of the buildings in the

local area and should be integrated into the
environment. Development will be supported that
has regard to the Harlestone Design Guidelines,
other design policies of the Development Plan,
particularly Policy ENV10, and the following design
principles where appropriate and proportionate to
the development:”

Criteria a) to k) to be retained and revised as
follows:

Revise b) to read: “sustain and enhance the
significance of.....”

Amend the
reference to
relevant
objectives in the
policy title

To improve clarity of
the policy and which
policies and
guidelines to be
considered.

Amend Policy H1
in accordance
with examiner’s
recommendation




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

Revise d) to read “....and scale of development and
ensure that it is suitable for its location;”

Revise k) to read “.....lifestyles and technologies.”

Revise policy as follows:

Policy H1 Design Principles (objectivesa, b, cand d
)
New-development-should-preserve-and-enhance

I oLl ¢ the Parich_ii_Devel
proposals-should-have regard-to-the Design

Suideli lotailed in A i 4
“Development should be designed to be of a high
quality and reflect the design of the buildings in
the local area and should be integrated into the
environment. Development will be supported that

has regard to the Harlestone Design Guidelines,
other design policies of the Development Plan,
particularly Policy ENV10, and the following design
principles where appropriate and proportionate to
the development:”

a. be designed to protect the form, character and
setting of the village by respecting the local
distinctive built, historic and natural environment;
b. preserve sustain and enhance the significance of
the Parish’s heritage assets, including the
Conservation Area, listed buildings and non-
designated heritage assets;

c. any conversion or extension of outbuildings of
residential properties which form a distinctive
feature in the Parish must relate to its setting, built
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Page/Para/Policy

reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para

in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

form and not disrupt the visual amenities of the
street scene;

d. be designed to reflect the prevailing pattern and
scale of development and ensure that it is suitable
for its location;

e. protect the integrity of garden or other open
land that makes an important contribution to the
form, character and setting of the village;

f. proposals should minimise the impact on general
amenity and give careful consideration to mitigate
the adverse impacts of noise, odour and light.

g. building materials and design should be
consistent with, and complement the design and
character of the area;

h. provide adequate off-street parking to meet the
assessed need;

i. not be in areas at risk of flooding or increase
flood risk elsewhere;

j. redevelopment, alteration or extension of historic
farmsteads and agricultural buildings should be in
keeping with the rural character of the area and be
sensitive to their distinctive character, materials
and form; and

k. be able to be adapted to accommodate changing
lifestyles and technologies” .

Para 4.4
Pg. 24

Recommendation 3
Examiner’s Report

Revise the first two sentences of paragraph 4.4 to
read:

“Harlestone’s special character is derived from its
well landscaped and rolling countryside affording
many varied and attractive views, interspersed with

clusters of locally distinctive historic houses and

N/A

Additional
modification to para
4.4 to better explain
the features that
make up the special

Amend Para 4.4 in
accordance with
Examiner’s
recommendation
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reference in Submission
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Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

agricultural buildings, connected by a network of
bridleways and footpaths.”

4.4 lt-is-a-key-guality-of- Harlestone-that-it- boasts-a
larger-than-average-number-of-open-spaces
between
| £ dwellings. Thef histori
nifi ¢ i ls of
isfundamentaltoHarlestone’scharacter;
Harlestone’s special character is derived from its
well landscaped and rolling countryside affording
many varied and attractive views, interspersed
with clusters of locally distinctive historic houses
and agricultural buildings, connected by a network
of bridleways and footpaths.”
Harlestone is special because it
retains a unique blend of large- and small-scale
bucolic splendour peppered with clusters of many
historic and a select number of contemporary
homes; it is these features which set Harlestone
apart
from other villages.

character of the plan
area.

Policy H2 Conservation

Area
Pg.25

Recommendation 4
Examiner’s Report

Recommendation 4: Revise Policy H2 as follows:
Revise the first paragraph of the policy to read:
“To sustain and enhance the character or
appearance of the Harlestone Conservation Area,
development in or adjacent to the Conservation
Area should be in accordance with the policies of
the development plan, in particular Policy BN5 of

Amend the
reference to
relevant
objectives in the
policy title

To improve clarity of
the policy by cross
referencing to the
guidance in the
Harlestone CAAMP.

Amend Policy H2
in accordance
with the
Examiner’s
recommendation
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Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

the WNJCS and Policy ENV7 of the DSCLP and the
following requirements: a) to d)

Add after point d): “Development proposals should

have regard to the Harlestone CAAMP.”

Revise policy as follows:

Policy H2 — Harlestone Conservation Area
(Objectives a, b, c and d)

To preserve-or sustain and enhance the character
or appearance of the Harlestone Conservation
Area,

development in or adjacent to the conservation
area should be in accordance meet with the listed
reguirementsand-have regardto-the
contents-of-the-Adopted-Harlestone-Conservation
Area-Appraisal-and-Management-Plan-policies of
the development plan, in particular Policy BN5 of
the WNIJCS and Policy ENV7 of the DSCLP and the
following requirements :-

a. Respect the character and appearance of the
locality by reason of its scale and

proportion.

b. Have regard to the historic and/or architectural
detailing of existing buildings, in order

to achieve high quality new design and reinforce
local distinctiveness.

c. Utilise materials appropriate to the locality and
avoid the use of non-traditional

materials.
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ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
d. Safeguard trees, traditional hedgerows and
historic boundary stone walls.
Development proposals should have regard to the
Harlestone CAAMP.
8 Policy H3 Non Designated Recommendation 5: Revise Policy H3 as follows: Amend the To improve the Amend Policy H3
Heritage Assets “The buildings and structures listed below and reference to clarity of the policy in accordance
Pg.26 shown on the Policies Map are identified as Non- relevant and its relationship with Examiner’s
Designated Heritage Assets. Development objectives in the with the local list recommendation
Recommendation 5 proposals that affect them or their settings, should | policy title

Examiner’s Report

seek to conserve the significant features which
make them important.”

Revised the title of Policy H3 to “Additional Non-
Designated Heritage Assets”

Revise policy as follows:

Policy H3 — Additional Non-Designated Heritage
Assets (Objectives a, b, c and d)

The buildings and structures listed below and
shown on the Policies Map are identified as Non-
Designated Heritage Assets. Development
proposals that affect the buildings and structures
listed below (and also

identified on map provided at Appendix 5), or their
setting, should seek to conserve the

significant features which make them important.
Lower Harlestone

1. Village School, Church Lane.

2. Wall mounted ER Post Box, east side of A428
near telephone kiosk.

Upper Harlestone

3. Well head opposite 104/107.




Recommendation

Page/Para/Policy

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further

Reason

Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
4. Wall mounted GR Post Box, Harlestone General
Stores No.58.
5. Wall mounted VR Post Box, Stable Lodge, Cross
Hill.
6. Stone wall enclosing The Pheasantry running
along New Road and the A428
9 Para 4.15 Add the following after paragraph 4.15: “WNC has N/A To improve the Amend Para 4.15
Pg.26 been asked to include the properties in the Local clarity of the policy in accordance

Recommendation 5
Examiner’s Report

List when this is next reviewed and to protect the
properties as “non-designated heritage assets in
the meantime.”

4.15 Local Evidence: Local residents agreed that the
Parish should retain its existing environmental and
heritage features that give the Parish its special
character. There are many buildings/structures and
features which whilst do not meet the criteria for
statutory designation, however they contribute
positively to the special historic character of the
Parish and are valued by the local community. The
buildings/structures listed in Policy H3 are
identified as non-designated heritage in order to
confirm

their importance in the Parish. Appendix 5 provides
further detail of the buildings and structures
identified by Policy H3. These assets have been
assessed against non-designated heritage asset
criteria adopted by Daventry District Council in
2017. These assets are additional to those
identified

in the Harlestone Conservation Area Appraisal and
Management Plan (21672017) and it is the
aspiration

and its relationship
with the local list

with Examiner’s
recommendation




Recommendation | Page/Para/Policy Examiner’s Recommendation Details of further | Reason Action to be taken
ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
of the HNPSG for the assets listed in Policy H3 to be
formally adopted onto the future West
Northamptonshire Council Local List. WNC has
been asked to include the properties in the Local
List when this is next reviewed and to protect the
properties as non-designated heritage assets in
the meantime.
Correct the typographical error in paragraph 4.15
line 9: (2017)
10 Policy H3 Non Designated Show the properties and their curtilages on the N/A To improve the Amend Policies
Heritage Assets Policies Map cross referenced to the number in the clarity of the policy Map in
Pg.26 policy. and policy map accordance with
Examiner’s
Recommendation 5 recommendation
Examiner’s Report
11 Policy H4 Protection of Recommendation 6: Revise Policy H4 as follows: Amend the To improve clarity of | Amend Policy H4
Important Public Views reference to the policy to include | in accordance
Pg.27 “Important Public Views are listed below and relevant the nature of the with Examiner’s
shown on the Policies Map. Development proposals | objectives in the features that will be | recommendation
will not be supported that unacceptably harm the policy title assessed and to
Recommendation 6 character, quality and integrity of these views or address proposals
Examiner’s Report their viewpoints at publicly accessible locations. that would improve
Development proposals should include appropriate the views
mitigation measures to reduce any unacceptable
impacts that may arise from the development.
Measures to enhance and improve Important
Public Views will be supported.”
Revise policy as follows:
Policy H4 Protection of Important Public Views
(Objectives d)




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy

reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

Important Public Views are listed below and
shown on the Policies Map. Development
proposals will not be supported that unacceptably
harm the character, quality and integrity of these
views or their viewpoints at publicly accessible
locations. Development proposals should include
appropriate mitigation measures to reduce any
unacceptable impacts that would arise from the
proposed

development. Measures to enhance and improve
Important Public Views will be supported.

12

After Para 4.20
Pg.28

Recommendation 6
Examiner’s Report

Include the following text in the Technical Evidence
section of the justification (after paragraph 4.20) to
cross reference the policy to Policies ENV2 and
ENV3 of the DSCLP to describe the purpose of the
Green Wedge and Special Landscape Area.

4.21 Policy ENV2 in the DSCLP identifies a Special
Landscape Area (SLA) covering the western part of
the parish. This policy pre-dates the NPPF;
however, the designation recognises that
although there are no national landscape
designations in Northamptonshire, the county

Subsequent
renumbering of
paragraphs in the
rest of the Section
4asa
consequence of
additional paras
inserted after Para
4.20

Improve the clarity
of the supporting
text

Insert additional
paragraphs after
paragraph 4.20 as
per Examiner’s
recommendation.
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Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

contains some distinctive landscapes that are of
local importance.

4.22 Policy ENV2 aims to ensure that the
protection of the special qualities of the SLA is
given priority when considering proposals which
fall within it. The Policy requires the consideration

of cumulative impacts of development, which
includes existing development, allocations,
permissions, and other extant applications,
including those in adjacent authorities.

4.23 Policy ENV3 DSCLP defines a Green Wedge
over most of the south east part of the parish
outside the conservation area. The focus of
growth at the urban areas of Daventry and
Northampton has led to pressure on their fringes,
which are predominantly agricultural areas and
host to several settlements, including Upper and
Lower Harlestone. Each settlement has a
distinctive character, and it is important that this
character is not harmed by urban expansion or
coalescence. The Green Wedges therefore have
the function of protecting the identity and setting
of fringe villages and preventing coalescence of
the villages with the nearby towns.

4.24 The proximity of the Green Wedge to the
urban areas means that it is also used for informal
recreation and as part of the wider green
infrastructure network, they also fulfil a
biodiversity function. The areas are shown on the
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ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
Inset Map for Upper and Lower Harlestone of the
DSCLP (p58).
4.25 The emphasis for Policy ENV3 is to ensure
that the areas are kept open around settlements
and to prevent coalescence.
13 Policy H5 Local Green Recommendation 7: Revise Policy H5 as follows: Amend the LGS7, 8 & 9 do not Amend Policy H5
Spaces reference to satisfy the national and Local Green
Pg.28 Delete the following sites from Policy H5. LGS1, relevant criteria for inclusion | Space assessment
LGS2, LGS3, LGS7, LGSS, LGS9, LGS10, LGS11, objectives in the as local green space (Appendix 7 Local
Recommendation 7 LGS12, LGS13, LGS15, LGS16, LGS17, LGS18. policy title as set out in the Green Space) in
Examiner’s Report NPPF. accordance with
Update the Local Green Space Assessment The cumulative Examiner’s
accordingly Delete impact of the recommendation
information deleted LGS would

Revise policy as follows:
Policy H5 Local Green Spaces (Objective a, c and e)

The following parcels of land, as shown on the
Policies Map and in the more detailed maps at
Appendix 7, are designated as Local Green Spaces:

LGSI-Part-of Yew Tree Close
LGS2 Broom-Close
LGS3-EelClose

LGS4 The Green

LGS5 Harlestone Playing Fields
LGS6 The Allotments
LGS78-& 9 HarlestonePark
LGS10-AllensClose

LGS11 Foethill

LGS12 Pilgrims-Close

relating to LGS1,
LGS2, LGS3, LGS7,
LGSS, LGS9,
LGS10, LGS11,
LGS12, LGS13,
LGS15, LGS16,
LGS17,LGS18 in
Appendix 7 Local
Green Space
Assessment and
Policy Map

result in an extensive
tract of land which is
open countryside.
Little additional
protection would be
gained by
designation of the
countryside as local
green space.
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Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

LGS13-RamsClose

LGS14 Willow Paddock

LGS15 Hillsand-Hellows
LGS16-Tip-Field
LGS17-Cherry-Orchard

LGS18 The Old-Bakehouse Paddocks

Development on land designated as Local Green
Space will only be permitted in exceptional
circumstances where it can be clearly
demonstrated that the development will not
conflict with the purpose of the designation

14

Policy H6 Windfall Site
Pg.29

Recommendation 8
Examiner’s Report

Recommendation 8: Revise Policy H6 as follows:
“Residential development will be supported where
it meets the following criteria in addition to those
in Policies RA3 and RA5 (for proposals in and
adjacent to the village confines of Lower
Harlestone), and RA4 and RAG6 (for sites in the
countryside) of the DSCLP:

“Criteria a) — d).

Revise the title of the policy to “Windfall Housing
Sites”

Revise policy as follows:
Policy H6 Windfall Housing Sites
(Objectives a, b, ¢, d and f)

Residential development will be supported where

it meets the following criteria in addition to those

Amend the
reference to
relevant
objectives in the
policy title

Amendments to
ensure that the
policy is in
conformity with
development plan
policies — WNJSC and
Local Plan Part 2.

Amend Policy H6
in accordance
with Examiner’s
recommendation
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Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

in Policies RA3 and RAS (for proposals in and

adjacent to the village confines of Lower

Harlestone), and RA4 and RAG6 (for sites in the

countryside) of the DSCLP:

T | I . e of Parish.
dential devel " dered-on infil
! exicting] . | e oft!

a. respects and complements the form, character

and setting of the area;

b. provides for safe vehicular and pedestrian access

to the development as well as appropriate off-road

car parking;

c. retains important buildings including stone walls

and native hedgerow;

d. does not result in an unacceptable loss of

amenity for neighbouring properties by reason of

loss of privacy and/or loss of daylight, and/or result

in visual or noise intrusion; and

of-the-Adepted-Settlements-and-Countryside-tocal

Plan:

15

Para 4.28
Pg.29

Recommendation 8
Examiner’s Report

Add the following at the end of the first sentence of
paragraph 4.28: “....identified in a development
plan i.e. a site which becomes available for
development unexpectedly and is therefore not
included as allocated land in a planning authority’s
development plan. For example, a commercial or
agricultural site that becomes obsolete which may
provide a suitable location for housing.”

Subsequent
renumbering of
paragraphs in the
rest of the Section
4asa
consequence of
additional paras

Amendments
required to ensure
that the policy and
supportingisin
conformity with
development plan
policies — WNJSC and
Local Plan Part 2.

Amend Para 4.28
in accordance
with Examiner’s
recommendation
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Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

Add the following new paragraph in the Technical
Evidence after 4.28: “Table 3 of the DSCLP sets out

criteria to define locations within village confines
of Other Settlements and areas outside them.”

Technical Evidence: The National Planning Policy
Framework defines a windfall site as a site which
has not specifically been identified in a
development plan i.e. a site which becomes
available for development unexpectedly and is
therefore not included as allocated land in a
planning authority’s development plan. For
example, a commercial or agricultural site that
becomes obsolete which may provide a suitable
location for housing.”

To ensure the role and character of the Parish,
outside of the Conservation Area is maintained,
housing development of a small scale which
protects the existing form, character and setting of
the village and which protects open land (including
gardens) that makes an important contribution to
the form, character and setting of the settlement
will be considered. This policy is further supported
by the requirements of Policy H1 of the Adopted
West

Northamptonshire Joint Core Strategy and Policy
RA3 of the Adopted Settlements and Countryside
Local Plan.

inserted after Para
4.28
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ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
4.29 Table 3 of the DSCLP sets out criteria to
define locations within village confines of Other
Settlements and areas outside them.”
16 Policy H7 Housing for Recommendation 9: Revise Policy H7 as follows: Amend the To improve the Amend Policy H7
Older People reference to clarity of the policy in accordance
Pg.29 Housing development that meets the needs of relevant with Examiner’s
older people will be supported where it accords objectives in the recommendation
Recommendation 9 with other policies in the Development Plan, in policy title

Examiner’s Report

particular through:

a) The conversion or adaption of an existing
building or dwelling, including the sub-division of a
dwelling; and

b) The provision of single storey accommodation or
a residential annexe or residential adaptation to
accommodate the needs of the resident.

Revise policy as follows:
Policy H7 Housing for Older People

(Objective b)

Housing development that meets the needs of
older people will be supported where it accords
with other policies in the Development Plan, in
particular through:

A ‘| . . m dered
I | raintaind ing choi I

independenceforlocal-olderpeople.

i a)The conversion or adaption of an existing
building or dwelling, including the sub-division of a

dwelling; and te-enable-occupancy-by-olderor
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ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

icabled 'II ot ;

‘g e wi lici

in-the-Development-Plan:

iii. b)The provision of single storey accommodation
or a residential annexe or residential adaptation
to accommodate the needs of the resident ether

tabled - - m I
hat : | | o lifeti I .
needs-orwheelchairuse:
17 Policy H8 Provision of well | Recommendation 10: Delete Policy H8. Consequential The WNIJCS sets out Delete Policy H8
designed energy efficient numbering to detailed policies on as per Examiner’s
buildings and places Delete policy as follows: policies and the subject of well recommendation.
Pg.30 Policy-H8 —Provision-of well-designed-energy paragraphs as a designed energy
efficient-buildings-and-places-(Objective-4a} result of the efficient buildings.

Recommendation 10 deletion of Policy | HNDP

Examiner’s Report i—Energy-efficieney-measures-will-be-considered H8 Policy H8 does not
where-they-do-not-adverselyaffect the characterof add any locally
the-Conservation-Area: Delete Paragraph | specific policy
-i--The-design-and-standard-of-any-new 4.33and 4.34 asa | requirements.
development-should-aim-to-meet-a-high-level-of consequence of
sustainable-design-and-constructionand-be deletion of Policy

o . . HS
18 Policy H8 Provision of well Delete Paragraph Deletion required as | Delete Paragraph

designed energy efficient
buildings and places

4.33 and 4.34

a consequence of the
deletion of Policy H8

4.33 and 4.34




Recommendation | Page/Para/Policy Examiner’s Recommendation Details of further | Reason Action to be taken
ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
P.30
Recommendation 10
Examiner’s Report
19 Policy H9 Working from Revise policy as follows: Consequential To ensure Renumber as
Home Policy H89— Working from Home (Objectives 64 numbering to consistency of policy | Policy H8
Pg.31 and-6ef and h) policies as a result | referencing
of the deletion of | throughout the plan
Policy H8
Amend the
reference to
relevant
objectives in the
policy title
20 Policy H10 Villages Recommendation 11: Revise Policy H10 as follows: | Consequential To ensure clarity and | Amend Policy H10

Facilities

numbering to

consistency, policy to

in accordance
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Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
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Details of further
editorial changes
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Action to be taken

Pg.31

Recommendation 11
Examiner’s Report

Revise point 1f) to read: “Northampton Golf Club
clubhouse.”

Revise paragraph 2. To read “....these village
facilities...”

Add the following to the policy as point 3:
“Development that seeks to improve or enhance
these facilities will be supported where it accords
with other policies in the Development Plan.

Review the numbering used in the policy to ensure
consistency with other policies.

Revise policy as follows:

Policy H940 Village Facilities

(Objectives b, f, g and h)

1i. The identified village facilities are:

a. Harlestone Primary School

b. St Andrew’s Church

c. The Village Institute

d. Fox and Hounds Public House

e. The General Store

f. Northampton Golf Club clubhouse

g. Playing Fields

h. The Allotments

2.ii. Development that would result in the loss of
these community facilities will not be supported
unless it can be demonstrated that:

a. there is evidence (including independently
marketing for at least 12 months) that there

policies as a result
of the deletion of
Policy H8

Amend the
reference to
relevant
objectives in the
policy title

Numbering in
policy to change
from numbers to
letters

be reviewed to
include village
facilities.

Inclusion of
additional clause to
support the
improvement of
facilities to ensure a
complete policy.

with Examiner’s
recommendation

Renumber as
Policy H9




Recommendation

Page/Para/Policy

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further

Reason

Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
is no longer any need or economic justification to
protect the facility; or
b. the proposal makes alternative provision for the
relocation of the existing village facility to an
equally or more appropriate and accessible location
within the parish; or
c. it can be demonstrated that the proposal would
be of benefit to the local community and would
outweigh the loss of the existing facility.
3. iii Development that seeks to improve or
enhance these facilities will be supported where it
accords with other policies in the Development
Plan.
21 Policy H10 / Policy Map Show the location of the facilities including the N/A To ensure clarity and | Amend Policies
Villages Facilities curtilages of the properties on the Policies Map. consistency between | Map in
Pg.31 policy and the policy | accordance with
map Examiner’s
Recommendation 11 recommendation
Examiner’s Report
22 Policy H11 Rural Recommendation 12: Revise Policy H11 as follows: | Consequential To ensure that the Amend Policy H11

Diversification
Pg.32

Recommendation 12
Examiner’s Report

“i) Development proposals that sustain and
enhance the diversification of the rural economy
will be supported where they accord with Policy R2
of the WNJCS and where:

Delete criterion a)

Revise criterion c) to read “The development will
not have an unacceptable adverse impact on ....”

numbering to
policies as a result
of the deletion of
Policy H8

Amend the
reference to
relevant
objectives in the
policy title

policy is not vague or
imprecise as well as
avoiding ambiguity
for the plan user.

in accordance
with Examiner’s
recommendation

Renumber as
policy H10




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

Criteria b) and d) unchanged.

Revise policy as follows:
Policy H32 10 Rural Diversification
(Objectives a, b, ¢, d and h)

i. Development proposals that sustain and enhance

the ferappropriaterural diversification of the rural
economy will within-the-Parish will be supported

where they accord with Policy R2 of the WNJCS
and where:

location:

b. a. The conversion/adaption works reflect the
local character of the surrounding area.

€.b. The development will not have an
unacceptable adverse impact on any
archaeological, historic, ecological or
environmental features.

& c. There is no significant adverse impact on
residential amenity through noise, light or other
pollution, highway safety or increased flood risk.

23

Policy H12 Developer
Contributions and
Community Infrastructure
Pg.33

Recommendation 13

Recommendation 13: Revise Policy H12 as follows:
“Any Community Infrastructure Levy raised by
development within Harlestone parish and paid to
Harlestone Parish Council will be used to improve
the following local community infrastructure:
criteria a), b), c).

Add the following to criterion b) “.... cycle routes
and bridleways.”

Consequential
numbering to
policies as a result
of the deletion of
Policy H8

Amend the
reference to
relevant

To improve the
clarity of the policy

Amend Policy H12
in accordance
with Examiner’s
recommendation

Renumber from
Policy H12 to
Policy H11




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

Revise policy as follows:

Policy H12 H11 Developer Contributions and
Community Infrastructure

(Objectives f and g)

| Thefollow . . ifiad N
fori i loeal ing :
Any Community Infrastructure Levy raised by
development within Harlestone parish and paid to
Harlestone Parish Council will be used to improve
the following local community infrastructure:

a. Improvements to footpaths and bridleways
within the Parish with appropriate surfaces to avoid
harm to any features of heritage interest and to
maintain the character

and appearance of the parish.

b. Supporting the promotion and improvement of
Parish Walks_cycle routes and bridleways.

c. Contribution to traffic surveys and
implementation of improved traffic management in
the village.
Monies-from-the-local-element-of-the-Community
tnfrastructure tevywilbe applied to-these

objectives in the
policy title

24

Section 5 Non Land Use
Actions
Pg.34

Recommendation 14
Examiner’s
Recommendation

Recommendation 14: Revise section 5 as follows:

Revise the title of section 5 to read: “Community

Add “(community
actions are

embolden)” into

Actions”.

Revise paragraph 5.1 as follows: “A few issues have
been raised whilst preparing the HNDP that cannot
be addressed through the neighbourhood plan

Para 5.1

To improve clarity of
the section, to make
it clear that issues
raised here cannot
be addressed in the
neighbourhood plan
but are community
aspirations

Amend Non-Land
Use Actions in
accordance with
Examiner’s
recommendation




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy

reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para

in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

policies. However, these are matters that are
important to the residents of the Parish........ HNDP.

Amend Para 5.1 as follows

Para 5.1
5.1 A few issues have been raised whilst preparing
the HNDP that that cannot be addressed through
the neighbourhood plan policies are-net-directly
related-to-land-use
(ot bt iaht indi herel I ¢
"’ forr)A h .

" ! di | I . : .

poliey-inthe HNBP-However, these are matters

that are important to the residents of the Parish.
These matters together, with actions for dealing
with them are detailed below (community actions

are emboldened). If implemented will help to
achieve the vision and objectives of the HNDP.

25

Section 5 Non Land Use

Actions

Recommendation 14
Examiner’s
Recommendation

Add the following at the end of the second
sentence of paragraph 5.8: “.....Statement)
produced and maintained by WNC.

Amend Para 5.8 as follows

Para 5.8

Not everyone is aware that a policy exists for the
protection, development and management of the
network. All approved rights of way must be shown
on the Northamptonshire Definitive Map (and
Statement)produced and maintained by WNC. A
Parish Path Warden has been appointed to monitor

N/A

To improve the
clarity of the section

Amend Non-Land
Use Actions in
accordance with
Examiner’s
recommendation




Recommendation

Page/Para/Policy

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further

Reason

Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
and report problems on the existing Rights of Way
network
26 Section 5 Non Land Use Embolden those paragraphs of section 5 that set Add reference into | To improve the Amend Non-Land

Actions
Para 5.4, Pg.34

Recommendation 14
Examiner’s
Recommendation

out the Community Aspirations or summarise them
in a table.

Amend Paragraph as follows:

5.4 a Speed Traffic speed on the A428 through
Lower Harlestone will continue to be monitored on
a routine basis by both speed awareness volunteers
at regular intervals and the PCSO and the Tracks is
annual survey which monitors change in volume
and speed of vehicles on A428 and Port Road. The
volume of traffic on the A428 is unlikely to reduce
until either the Northampton North Bypass is built
or the extension to the Sandy Lane Relief Road is
constructed. The Parish Council will use every
opportunity to support the relevant authorities to
achieve this.

In Upper Harlestone, the Parish Council will
continue to lobby Highways to impose 20 mph
advisory signage, where appropriate in line with
the authority’s new road safety initiative.

Lobbying of Highways and West Northamptonshire
Council should not be relaxed in regard to the
proposed SUE development and the use of Port
Road.

b. Parking and Visitor Management: The
Parish Council will work with and support the

Para 5.1 that
community
actions are
embolden (see
Recommendation
no 24)

clarity of the section

Use Actions in
accordance with
Examiner’s
recommendation




Recommendation
ID number

Page/Para/Policy
reference in Submission
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
editorial changes

Reason

Action to be taken

Althorp Estate and Highways in an endeavour to
improve parking and facilities at Harlestone Firs
including consideration of parking provision for

horse trailers.

In light of the enormous influx of visitors to the
village during the pandemic, the Parish Council will

monitor parking provision to serve the village but
specifically to limit parking on and damage to
grass verges. The survey results are a little
ambiguous on the issue of additional parking in the
village. There is a strong feeling that parking should
be prevented on grass verges, yet respondents

to the survey did not want an additional parking
facility in the village. However, restricting parking,
for instance at Nursery Corner, will only move the
problem to another location. The Parish Council
recognise that we cannot restrict visitor numbers
to the Parish and in future may need to facilitate
parking for visitors. Parking on grass verges can
only be eliminated if an alternative parking facility
is provided. The Parish Council may explore
suitable unobtrusive potential car parking sites.

c. Signage: Whilst, it is accepted that too many
signs are detrimental to the rural nature of the
village, campaigns of ‘no parking on verges’ will be
mounted from time to time.

There are too many signs on the A428, the Parish
Council will discuss the possibility of a review with

Highways.




Recommendation

Page/Para/Policy

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
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Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
27 Section 5 Non Land Use Embolden those paragraphs of section 5 that set N/A To improve the Amend Non-Land
Actions out the Community Aspirations or summarise them clarity of the section | Use Actions in
Para 5.5, Pg.34 in a table. accordance with
Examiner’s
Recommendation 14 Amend Paragraph as follows: recommendation
Examiner’s 5.5 87% of respondents to the survey regarded the
Recommendation protection of stone walls as ‘very important’. The
Parish Council will continue to monitor the
condition of the walls and the Althorp Estate will
be informed of any deterioration in a timely
fashion.
28 Section 5 Non Land Use Embolden those paragraphs of section 5 that set N/A To improve the Amend Non-Land
Actions out the Community Aspirations or summarise them clarity of the section | Use Actions in
Para 5.9, Pg.35 in a table. accordance with
Examiner’s
Recommendation 14 Amend Paragraph as follows: recommendation
Examiner’s 5.9 The Parish Council will engage with the local
Recommendation authority and landowners, principally the Althorp
Estate to address the issues raised in the survey
taking into account the following extract from the
Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2020-2030
(published by the former Northamptonshire County
Council).
29 Section 5 Non Land Use Embolden those paragraphs of section 5 that set N/A To improve the Amend Non-Land

Actions
Para 5.16, Pg.36

out the Community Aspirations or summarise them
in a table.
Amend Paragraph as follows:

clarity of the section

Use Actions in
accordance with
Examiner’s
recommendation
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Page/Para/Policy

Examiner’s Recommendation

Details of further
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Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report
Recommendation 14 5.16 The Parish Council to engage with the Playing
Examiner’s Field Committee on these topics.
Recommendation
30 Section 5 Non Land Use Embolden those paragraphs of section 5 that set N/A To improve the Amend Non-Land
Actions out the Community Aspirations or summarise them clarity of the section | Use Actions in
Para 5.18, Pg.36 in a table. accordance with
Amend Paragraph as follows: Examiner’s
Recommendation 14 recommendation
Examiner’s 5.18 The Parish Council will work with the HVI
Recommendation Committee to further this cause and consider a
campaign to encourage volunteers to suggest and
help organise specific events in conjunction with
the committee.
31 Section 5 Non Land Use Embolden those paragraphs of section 5 that set N/A To improve the Amend Non-Land
Actions out the Community Aspirations or summarise them clarity of the section | Use Actions in
Para 5.21, Pg.37 in a table. accordance with
Amend Paragraph as follows: Examiner’s
Recommendation 14 5.21 The Parish Council would welcome working recommendation
Examiner’s together with the land owner (Althorp Estate) and
Recommendation West Northamptonshire Council in regard to
future use of the quarry.
32 Appendix 1 Produce a more detailed Public rights of way map N/A To address response | Amend Public

Public Rights of Way

Para 3.90 Examiners
Report

to consultation that
not all public rights
of way had been
included in Appendix
1

Rights of Way map
in accordance
with Examiner’s
recommendation
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Details of further
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Action to be taken

ID number reference in Submission editorial changes
Version of NDP and para
in Examiner’s Report

33 Recommendation 1 Include a key on all maps in the Appendices. N/A

Examiners Report

To improve clarity
and consistency of
maps

Amend Key on all
maps in
appendices in
accordance with
Examiner’s
recommendation
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